TYPICAL MYTHS – ATYPICAL MIGRATION 
Taras Doronyuk
12-06-2013
Some days ago an item of propaganda appeared near my entrance to the house. It was noticeable at once as contained rather famous image describing the problem of “illegal migration” in schematic form was. Looking closely and attentively at it, I saw that material was prepared by “Ukrainian movement against illegal migration” (MAIM). Composed on the example of Russian MAIM, Ukrainian corresponding movement aims at “fencing off Ukraine from the flow of migrants from Asia, Africa, countries of the former social camp”. The leaflet is purposed to open all “threats” of migration processes. We will return to its content, however, first, it is worth to trace a line around the context.
Discloser of “threats” in migration processes is a rather simple political and ideological approach that political forces and movements of different types apply in Ukrainian conditions. At once the campaign of Free Union “Svoboda” can be recollected – “Lets’ stop illegal migration!” dedicated to approaching of “Agreement between Ukraine and European Community about readmission of persons” to come into force since January 1, 2010. The issue of migration became problematic in a rather unusual way: “Illegal migrants bring us diseases, drugs, unemployment and turn the streets of our cities into centers of criminality and wild outburst of ethnic mafia”. Campaign of many years against “illegal migration” is realized by one more right-radical organization “Patriot of Ukraine”, however their activity is mainly concentrated inside Kharkiv. According to the results of monitoring done by Centre of Social Investigations from October 2009 till September 2010, there were 19 protests against migrants (in 2011 – 11, in 2012 – only 5). The noticeable decline in the number of anti-migrant protests can be explained by the fact that Free Union “Svoboda” avoided taking sides in politics in the frames of its own anti-migrant campaigns conducting 11 actions.
Use of this subject and rhetoric were caused by inability to provide with clear answers to the questions aroused for Ukraine in tightest point of economic crisis. In such a situation performed anti-migrant card could give simple answers for the question about the employment of the population, social expenditures, increase of the criminal level, etc. Such rhetoric was one of the elements of presidential election campaign in 2010 of Oleg Tyagnybok: the elections finished – and eagerness went off to act against “illegal migration”. In addition, unprecedented flow of migrants, which was to be expected within coming into force of Readmission Agreement with EU, has not happened. In 2011 at the participation of FU “Svoboda” only one event took place, which can be described as anti-migrant- action “Uman without Hasid”. In the frames of parliament election campaign of FU “Svoboda” in 2012 the problem of “illegal migration” practically was not raised, and even in 2012 four of five anti-migrants protests were organized namely by FU “Svoboda”, their number in comparison with the year 2010 was in times less. On the other hand, a visible decline in the participation of “Patriot of Ukraine” in the same protests: from 4 in 2011 to 1 in 2012 (all actions took place in Kharkiv). The reason of activity reduction of “Patriot of Ukraine” has to be searched, first of all, in the problems with law enforcement agencies. Nowadays, the key members of the organization are imprisoned that could not influence their further activity.
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Data of Centre of Social Investigations
The perception of migration among the right radicals is limited by expulsion of stereotypes and does not touch the connection of migration processes with globalization, economic crises and processes at the labor market. For right radicals migration process is in its base “unnatural” and as a derived word from it – “illegal”. As they regard, this is enough for perception of its understanding. For further consideration of the subject of “illegal migration”, first of all, it is reasonably to debunk myths composed on it, and then – to subject the issues connected with humanitarian EU imperialism in migration control, local integration and migration policy in Ukraine.  
The item of propaganda mentioned in the beginning of the article can be presented as a striking instance of described approach to migration comprehension. We will try to separate it to significative blocks and compare the text of the leaflet with statistic data and investigations.

“At the same time Temporary Holding Centers for illegal migrants in Ukraine are designed, at the best, for about 4 thousand persons”. The mentioned number of 4 thousand is exaggerated. The place for holding migrants subordinating to different departments and having different statuses, can keep rather lower number of persons, however, even in such a case it is not a problem, as occupancy of holding facilities did not exceed 50 % as to 2011.
“$3 million will be needed for their maintenance. Deportation of one illegal migrant to country of his origin costs to the government more than $1 thousand. In 2009 just 3 million UAH were allotted for these needs from the state budget, which could be spent for deportation of more than 400 persons”. These numbers are one more variant of speculation with data, which were rather widely spread by national deputy Iryna Berezhna. In reality, if looking at the numbers provided by State Border Service of Ukraine, they differ from those mentioned by Berezhna referring to “Department of Migration, Citizenship and Religion” (establishment with this title has never been existed in the structure of executive power!). Concerning the decisions on expulsion of “illegal” migrants, so the numbers are the following: in 2009 there were 1668 persons, in2010 — 1046, in 2011 — 626, and in 2012 — 494. According to data of State Border Service, the following costs were spent on their expulsion in the frames of their competence: 800 thousand UAH in 2009, 600 thousand — 2010, 500 thousand — 2011, 425 thousand. — 2012.
	
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Number of expelled persons
	1668
	1046
	626
	494

	Spent costs (thousand UAH)
	800
	600
	500
	425


Data of State Border Service of Ukraine
On the merits, these numbers neutralize above mentioned calculations, as the number of really deported persons in 2009 exceeds the speculative numbers in four times. In this situation it is not understandable, what do the right radicals made a start from and Iryna Berezhna in her calculations.  
«Authority wants to borrow € 30 million more — and fasten it to our necks, as these hundreds thousands criminals, illegal migrants and social spongers». € 30 million — is the sum allotted to Ukraine by European Union in 2011 in the frames of the project “Consultation services as to the construction of Temporary Accommodation Centers for illegal migrants under the security and Temporary Detention Centers for irregular migrants in Ukraine”. These costs are stipulated for “problem solution concerning the illegal migrants, strengthening of national policy in the migration sphere as well as construction of 7 TACs and 2 TDCs in the course of the next two and half years in the context of Readmission Agreement between EU and Ukraine”. However, this money is not loan, but it was allotted irreversibly mainly for building up the infrastructure for keeping “illegal” migrants. 



«But “caring” Europe proposes us to take 300-350 thousand Africans, Asians and Caucasians to the country every year». If examining the real numbers – they are cardinally different. Concerning the Readmission Agreement with EU, with which right radicals connected the number of 300-350 thousand “illegal migrants”, so according to data of State Border Service 1895 persons were accepted in the period from 2010 to 2012 from the EU member-states, out of them there were 1149 citizens of Ukraine, CIS – 511, other countries – 235. On the other hand, real indexes should be taken into consideration connected with “illegal” migrants demonstrating a certain decline in the number of fixed “illegal” migrants. There is no comprehensible correlation between the number of non-admitted persons to Ukraine with formulation “potential illegal migrants” and detained “illegal” migrants. If the maximum of the first ones was in 2007 and 2008, correspondingly 24968 and 24774 persons, so the number of detained “illegal” migrants would not exceed 7607 in 2006. As to 2012, their quantity is practically the same. It is rather difficult to make any substantiated resume on the basis of these data, however they can be written into two contexts: changes in migration flows, trying to pass round Ukraine in different ways, or certain changes in migration management on the part of corresponding governmental structures of Ukraine. In its turn, MOI demonstrates the same quick decline in the number of “illegal” migrants registered by them that can confirm any of above mentioned theses. 
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It means that in such a situation various entertainments with numbers on migration are given, doesn’t it? In case with right radicals the situation is mainly understandable: these are political advances of different type with conservatively disposed citizens or common attention attracting. Discourse of such type plays into not only right radicals hands – it creates a situation, in which migration processes become “threat to national security”. And where is the “threat” – there are corresponding costs for its overcoming there that, in its turn, forms possibility for reproduction of the present situation and various schemes of own material enrichment: «According to the results of audit on efficiency of budget costs use allotted for Ministry of Interior of Ukraine for fight against illegal migration, construction and maintenance of TACs for illegal migrants, Board of Court of Auditors made opinion letter, which said that in the course of last two years every sixths hryvnya, from directed for specified purposes 160 million UAH, was used non-effectively”. This fact confirms assumptions that one can be enriched not bad on “effective” management of migration, as it is clear about the discourse runs of “non-effective spending of the costs” and that what hides behind it in reality. 
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